[Development of the system of quality of life instruments for cancer patients: stomach cancer (QLICP-ST)].
We have previously developed and reported the general module of the system of quality of life instruments for cancer patients (QLICP-GM). This study was to develop and evaluate the quality of life instrument for patients with stomach cancer (QLICP-ST). The QLICP-ST was developed using the structured group methods applicable to Chinese populations. The system of QLICP-ST was evaluated by analyzing data from 86 stomach cancer patients using statistical description, Pearson's correlation, exploratory factor analysis, and paired student's t test. The test-retest reliability of the overall scale was 0.98 and that of each domain was greater than 0.90. The internal consistency coefficient alpha of the overall scale was 0.91 and that of each domain was higher than 0.65. Correlation analysis and the exploratory factor analysis revealed good construct validity of the QLICP-ST. Differences of the quality of life scores before and after the treatment in physical domain, psychological domain, common symptom and side effect domain, specific domain and the overall scale were significant. Moreover, the standardized response mean(SRM) of these domains were greater than 0.30. The system of QLICP-ST can be used in clinical evaluation of the quality of life for stomach cancer patients with sound validity, reliability and responsiveness.